A WOMAN HANGED.

Description of the Execution of Susan
Kberhart. the Accompiice of the Wite-
Murdercr, Enoch Spann, in Georgin,

Correspondence of the Lougville Courier-Journal.

PRESTON, Webster County, Ga., May 2.—
To-day was the saddest ever witnessed 1n Geor-
gia. Susan Eberbart, ageda mnineteon, was
hanged. She was convicted ou the 29th of May
last as the accomplice of Enoch ¥. Spann in the
murder of his wife on tbe 4tk of May. 1872. At
her request a stutement of what she did in cob-
nection with the murder was written yesterday
and will be published. In it she says she dio
nothing, except boing present and handing
Snann & bandkerchief when he called for it tv

fill ' his wife’s mouth. She states tbat she arosc
from a bed and accompanied bim, being held by
tbe hand. at his command and compulsion aud
through fear, and that she begeged and epntreat-
ed uim not te kill his wife. He said be would
it he were hanged five minutes aflter, and
he forced her to do what rhe diaq.
He aiso forcea her to go off with bim. 8he
begged him with tears to leave her, but he said :
«« Tf you don’t go I will pick you up and tote you
off.” And all the jouroey sho begged him to job
her go back home. 8She says she made no such
contession a8 her captors swear to; and she be-
lJieves that if ouly the actual trush bad been
given 1n the testimony, wbatever wmight bhave
been her punishmeut. she would not be hanged.
But, consiaering ber condition, she thought 1t
was best for her to die now. She was periccetly
willing; sbe did npot fear death. She ‘believed
that she would be better off, and that it would be
better for her kindred. When she waas firat
bronght to jail she determined to seek earnestly
God’s ftoregiveness and salvation. 8Bome six
msonths ago she found peace, and oow regarded
death as o deliverance to he desired rather than
dreaded.

This morning the pastor of the Bavntist church
visited toe jail, at 8 o’etock, and prayed wiln
and conversed with ber. He fouund her com-
po%ed. cheelrful, confldent, and perfectly willing
to die.

At 11 the guard met at the jail and formed a
hoilow square, inside which the sheriff and pris-
oner rode Iin & buggy. The winisters walked,
and thus they marched to the gallews, located a
quarter of a mile oistant,.in a grove of tall
pines. She told the sheriff as she went thut she
was not the least shocked, ana was no doubt
less troubled than any otber present. She had
on a white, small-figured, cawmbric-finished
dress, neatiyarranged and trimmed at the ex-
pense of the sheriff. Her balr was plainly
combed 1n two long braids, one on eucl: side,
the ends tied together at the back. She wore a
calico sun bonnet.

At the gallows the sheriff assisted heor to
alight, and she took a seat on the steps. The
minister read the 88th and 130 psalms, and spoke
a few words of encouragement. He gaid he haa
great confildence 1n the genuineness of her pro-
fessions of conversion and faitbh. Then follow-
ed an earpest prayer, afier which she took
jeave of her friends. Sbhe spoke cemposedly,
atd sald in a firm voice that sbe bad freely for-
given all and loved them, and was ready to die.
Then tbe sheriff said * Susan, are you ready 1"
Bhe said ** Yes, I'm ready,” and walked dehb-
erately up the steps, taking a stand ou the plat-
form. The sheriff placed the black cap on her
head and adjusted the rope. Bhe said,* Mr.
Matbeows, that’s too tight, I don’t want to be
choked to death.,”” The sheriff slackened the
rope a little and asked ‘* 18 that about righty”
Sne said ¢ Yos,” The sherift suid
¢ Susan, place your haunds bebind you.”
She did so, and he tied them. Then he said
again, ‘ Are you ready 1’ Bhe replwed, ** Yes—
ready-wiliing.,”” Thoen the platform dropped
at precisely 1174 o’clock. B8he fell tive feet and
srrugrled but shightly,

She was pronounced dead 1n eleven minutes,
cus dowbn 1n nineteen minntes, placed in a coflin,
and carried .for the night to her father’s house
to be buried from the ehurch at Preston to-mor-
row. She was hapged on the same gallows, and
with the same rope thal Bpanu was three weeks
ago. About 700 persons were present, half ne-
groes, There were a dozen white women. Her
peck was pot broken. The doctors with an
ecleelric battery tried to resuscitiite her, but
failed to produce a single symptom of life.
None of ber kindred were piesent. She was the
gecond wowan ever hanged 1n Georgia.
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